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WHAT'S IN THIS
MONTH'S ISSUE?
• TT Society News
• School News
• ELC/OSC Highlights
• School Council Updates

Dear Families, Alumni and Friends, 

Purim has come and gone, but as I mentioned in our February
newsletter, you can enjoy reading about the excitement of the Purim
assembly and carnival in this month's issue. As well, we were thrilled
to support the JFed's Jewish Heritage Night and the Oilers! Thank you
to families and friends who supported us by purchasing tickets to the
event! Please enjoy reading our Alumni Highlights section with an
update from alumni Class of '59 Sam Koplowicz. 

Chag Pesach Sameach!

Natalie Soroka

We are a beneficiary of UJA
yearly allocations from the:
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Jewish Heritage Night,
TT and the Edmonton Oilers!

Thanks to the efforts of the Jewish Federation of Edmonton (JFed), CEO Stacey Leavitt Wright, and JFed staff, the Jewish community of
Edmonton had the privilege of attending the first Jewish Heritage Night, in collaboration with the Edmonton Oilers. Talmud Torah Society
was invited to participate by helping to sell Oilers vs. Sharks tickets to the game on Monday, March 20th. 

Our TT Families, alumni and friends offered an amazing amount of support, and each ticket purchased resulted in $10 back to the TT
Society. In all, 56 tickets were sold for our organization, for a total of $810! A big thank you to all those who supported us and this
wonderful community initiative.

TT alumni Marlee, Ken and Jenna

TT alumni Jayden, Aliya and Sari

One of our Grade 3 students
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Alumni Highlight
Our alumni are important to us. If you are an alumni, we would love to know what you have been up to since graduating from Talmud
Torah School. 

I have nothing but fond memories of Talmud Torah, despite receiving the strap
(in what seems to me) on average once a week during grades one and two. I
am sure I deserved it, for I also recall being something of an unruly scamp in
those early, rambunctious years. Nevertheless, Talmud Torah laid the
foundation for my understanding and appreciation of Hebrew, Judaism in
general, and in particular Israel and Zionism, during my formative years from
kindergarten and grade one through junior high. I graduated grade six in 1959
when Israel was not yet a teenager but already a heroic and historical entity. In
those days we used to exalt that in Israel if you threw a stone at someone, they
would use it to start building a house.  Samuel KoplowiczSamuel Koplowicz

  Class of '59Class of '59  

My earliest memory is of the original school on 103rd Street, where I attended kindergarten. Then the “new” school opened in Glenora
at 106th Avenue and 133rd Street opposite the old traffic circle on 107th Avenue and Groat Road. I went to Oliver Junior High for grades
7 and 8, and continued the afterschool program at TT for two years while also studying for my Bar Mitzvah with Mr. Yedlin and Mr.
Chetner. For grade nine I was sent to yeshiva at the Hebrew Theological College in Skokie, Illinois, after which I returned to Edmonton to
complete high school at Ross Sheppard, class of 1965. I then attended the University of Alberta, majoring in English with a minor in
Philosophy, class of 1968. 

In 1969, I attended the University of California, Los Angeles, in the MFA program for Motion Picture Direction & Production. I returned
to Edmonton in 1970, where I eventually worked with Film West Associates Ltd, a local independent film production company, and also
ran the Cinematheque 16 at the Edmonton Art Gallery for several years. I then worked for the City of Edmonton Parks & Recreation
Department out of the Queen Elizabeth II Planetarium, writing, directing and producing audio/visual programs for a number of city
departments. In 1982, I accepted a job in Victoria, working first for the Ministry of Social Services in a staff training capacity, then for
Government Information Services for a number of years. In 1987-88, I moved to northern California and worked for twenty years as an
audio/visual and multimedia producer at San Jose State University in the Academic Technology Department. In 2007, after my Dad
passed away, I took early retirement and moved back to Edmonton to look after my elderly mom and quickly became involved with the
Edmonton Jewish Film Festival, which continues to this day.

I remember most, but not all, of my TT teachers. They included Mrs. Gershon and Mr. Bar-El, Mrs. McLeod, Mrs. Yedlin, Mr. Yedlin, and
Mr. Chetner, who was also the principal and ran Junior Congregation, where we learned to daven the Shabbat service. I think I also had
a Mrs. Flint at some point, who made us sing “Santa Lucia” over and over again. My favorites were Mrs. McLeod and Mrs. Yedlin. Mrs.
Yedlin in particular encouraged my interest and skill in Hebrew calligraphy by having me fill the chalkboards that ran along the upper
edge of the classroom with Hebrew sayings in upper case lettering. I am sure it was her way of keeping me busy by channeling my
youthful exuberance into something productive.

I also remember most of my classmates from elementary school at Talmud Torah. They include (on the male side) my cousin Sam
Winter. I was Shmuel alef, he was Shmuel bet. Other members of my cohort were Mike Mishna, Ben Zalmanovich, Joe Shafir, Sid
Shugarman, Irving Kusin, Nathan Feldman, Jack Lisker, Stan Wiseman, Jack Epstein, David Milner, Sid Antflick, Cliff Goldstein, Saul
Markovich and Selig Sacks. On the female side, my cohort included Lynn Weinlos, Anita Satanove, Janet Rosen, Bonnie Koliger, Maxine
Frolich, Beth Rudolph, Evelyn Eaman and Evelyn Hardin. I was also friends with certain students who were one year older as well as one
year younger than I. In particular I recall Benny Landa, Wayne Shur, Jeff Dvorkin, Ralph Shapiro, Frank Phillet, Sheldon Schloss, Bruce
Mintz, Milton Bogoch and Barry Slawsky. From the younger class I remember Mitch Wise, Earl Bogoch, Sid Estrin, Bobby Landa and
Arnie Landa. I was very active in Young Judaea in those days, and went on to hold some local, regional and national offices, as well as
conducting drama programs at senior YJ camps in Ontario and British Columbia through the 1960s.

Perhaps my most vivid memory of my Talmud Torah years is riding my 3-speed bicycle to school, both summer and winter, down Stony
Plain Road from my home on 116th Street, and through Glenora and Capitol Hill after school to the Weinlos house to hang out with my
lifelong friend, Lynn Weinlos, then riding home later down 102nd Avenue.
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A Message from our Principal
Darin Johnson, M.Ed

Think back...look ahead was one of my favourite student reflection strategies when I was in
the classroom. This same strategy applies today as I prepare a message for you. 

Thinking back I can celebrate the 100 days of school milestone we hit in February. Seeing
the excitement on Kindergarten and Grade 1 students’ faces never gets old. You would have
heard about our Artist in Residency program by now. I was thrilled by the turnout. Seeing
so many parents and community members gather to celebrate the students will be a
highlight of my year. I have learned about more Jewish customs and holidays during these
past few weeks. Our Grade 6 students were wonderful ambassadors for the Tu Bishvat
campaign. The Grade 1 students were correct when they said I needed a costume for
Purim. I discovered how much I enjoy hamantashen. All the students shared at the
assembly which highlighted some of their learning during music lessons. The Gr. 5
students lead us through a dramatic retelling. I want to thank the Gr. 6 students for hosting
a well-organized carnival. 

As we enter April, we are saying farewell to Term 2. Parents were invited last Thursday,
March 30th to celebrate student learning. This was a wonderful opportunity for students to
take ownership of their learning and describe their success. Our last open-ended math task
was presented last week. Students in Div I and Div II have been working on showing
multiple ways to represent numbers and communicate their knowledge. Student answers
have been shared in the video announcements and on a display board at the front of our
school during this school-wide project.

I am optimistic about the high rate of parents who have completed the pre-enrolment
process. It is exciting to think about student learning experiences for 2023-2024. We are
welcoming a new group of Kindergarten students. Parents joined us for an open house
information session on March 30, and the turnout was terrific.

Once again, I would like to thank the staff for their ongoing commitment to students and
families through communication, planning lessons, supporting students, and creating
meaningful experiences. Finally, I will wrap up with acknowledging the many volunteers
who supported the learning and customs at Talmud Torah by giving their time to sort
books, prepare food, create costumes, and support in-school and out-of-school field trips.
Todah Rabbah! 

Wishing all our families, friends and supporters Chag Pesach Sameach.
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Purim Assembly
By: Natalie Soroka, TT Society

Each year, TT's Purim assembly is always wonderful. From individual classes performing Purim songs to the Megillah מגילה reading by
our grade 6 students, the assembly is an incredible time for students and staff to celebrate this fun holiday. 

Our grade 5 students had the opportunity to lead the assembly, their smiles beaming with confidence and pride. One of our grade 4
students played the Purim song U'Mordechai Yatza beautifully on the piano, while the gym was filled with the sounds of students and
staff singing proudly. As the assembly came to a close, the air was filled with anticipation as students turned their attentions to the
Purim Carnival!



The Purim Carnival at TT; an experience no other Edmonton school can replicate. 

After three long years of modified Purim events due to Covid, the celebration was back and better than ever! Each year, grade 6 students look
forward in anticipation to the Purim Carnival, as they are given leadership roles in running the event. They brainstorm ideas for activities the
whole school will enjoy, working together to execute their vision. Posters are prepared and hung on the school walls with enticing pictures and
descriptions of the activities the students can look forward to. 
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Purim Carnival
By: Natalie Soroka, TT Society

The most anticipated activity our Grade 6 students look forward to working on is the Haunted House! You can hear and see
the excitement during the lead up to Purim as students go in and out of the gym stage, up and down the school library
stairs, working on bringing their ideas to life. If you speak to any TT alumni you can be sure the Purim Carnival is one of
the significant memories. The lunchroom was extra noisy the day of the carnival, with kids chatting to their classmates
about what activities they were going to first and how they couldn’t wait to join in the fun! On your mark, get set, and
they’re off! I chose to follow one group of kids as they moved from station to station, and this group chose to go straight to
the haunted house. As they waited in line for their turn to enter their energy was palpable! As the first group exited, you
could hear comments, such as “that wasn’t scary at all”, to “something jumped out and touched me!”. 

“Where to, next?”, one asked, and off they went to answer trivia questions in the kitchen. The colourful trivia wheel
displayed numbers, and each number corresponded to different movie-themed questions, depending on whether a student
was in Div. 1 (K-Gr. 3)  or Div. 2 (Gr. 4-6). Round and round the wheel went as the first student stepped up to take a spin.
Each student answered a question, and most received a prize for the correct answer. It was then off to the gymnasium for
Purim Carnival Sports! The posters stated that you could participate in football, soccer, and hockey, and that’s just what
this group did! They particularly enjoyed Armchair QB with the football. I even gave it a try! After getting hot and sweaty
from sports, it was off to get a snack in Room 19 to fuel themselves for the next activities. The group picked up bags of
chips and drank from their water bottles to quench their thirst.

While waiting for the kids to finish their chips, I took a look around to observe the variety of costumes students were
wearing, and it was amazing! Such a variety on display throughout the hallways and classrooms, from Disney characters,
to super heroes, to John and Ringo from Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely-Hearts Club Band! Of course, TT school staff were decked
out too. Each year, school staff come up with a group theme, and this year’s theme was FRUIT. There were 3 pineapples,
2 strawberries, 2 bunches of grapes, as well as a watermelon, blueberry, banana, lime and avocado. In addition, many of
the TTELC educators dressed up to the delight of their students. O﻿f course, our hallways were lined with Purim artwork
galore. Papier mache masks created by Gr. 3 students hung outside their classroom, while adorable multi-media carnival-
style creations of students wearing silly costumes were displayed outside the Grade 1 class. Gr. 2 created fun artwork
through playing a game titled “Roll a Picasso Art Game for Purim”. 

They had fun creating funny faces and also learned about Pablo Picasso and Cubism. Fueled and ready, the group
set off to the lunchroom for some arts and crafts, including face painting, colouring Purim masks, and hair styling!
Fifteen or twenty minutes later they were painted, styled and ready for the Games Station in Room 9. Students had
the chance to win prizes by throwing a ball and trying to hit paper cups from different distances, as well as
attempting to get a small ball into large cups on a table. Then we were off on a treasure hunt!

Grade 6 students took turns running their assigned stations. It was a fun and challenging role for our student
leaders. They brainstormed ahead of time, and made last minute preparations to be ready for the rush of students.
Their energy and enthusiasm were contagious and they beamed with pride as they ran their stations with
confidence. The younger students in the Early Learning Centre lined the hallways watching the costume parade as it
snaked through the hallways and into the school office. Some parents of our younger K-6 students, as well as those
in the ELC, joined in on the fun and could be seen taking pictures of their children joyfully participating in the Purim
festivities. 

By the time 3:00 pm rolled around, my group had finished participating in all of the stations and was ready to pack it
in. I hope you enjoyed a glimpse into the life of a TT Purim Carnival student and that you almost felt like you were
there!
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TTELC
Talmud Torah 
Early Learning Centre

Dancing has been a popular activity in Harpatkanim as of late. 

The children were introduced to a new song called The Goldfish (דג זהב, dug zahav). As soon as the song is turned on, all the kids
become playful as they begin to explore their agility and large motor coordination. Some of the children act out the lyrics and some
enjoy having the opportunity to move their bodies. This is just one example of the many action songs we hear throughout the day
within the center. 
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On March 30, at Talmud Torah School there was a Celebration of Learning. Some of the exhibits from the Celebration of Learning
included miniature amusement park rides created by grade 4 students and a March Madness style book tournament by the grade 2’s.
“The celebration of learning is a great opportunity to focus on why we go to school and celebrate student achievement,” said Darin
Johnson, the Talmud Torah principal.

The Kindergarten open house was also on March 30. One of the things that Mr. Johnson hoped parents would take away from the event,
is that there are many people working together to improve student learning. There were presentations by Mr. Johnson, representatives
from the school council, the Talmud Torah Society, and student transportation. Representing the school council was Marni Kondor, who,
to encourage parents to join, said, "If you join School Council you're enriching your student’s lives.” There were 15-20 parents in
attendance. Hebrew and Judaic studies are taught by Bianna Kuksin and all other classes are taught by Jennifer Kovacs. 

Division 2 Field Trips 
Written by: Mara, Grade 6

On the 15th of March, the grade 5 and 6 classes of Talmud Torah School went on a field trip to Edmonton City Hall to learn about local
government. We had an amazing tour and mock council meeting. We learned about the first female mayor, Janice Rhea Reimer. When
asked if she would go to City Hall again, Noa Eliyahu, a grade 6 student said, “I think everyone should get a chance to go because it is a
good learning experience”.  Some walls in City Hall were made of limestone that are approximately 42 million years old. We saw multiple
fossils on the visible part of the limestone, which was very interesting to see because it shows some of Alberta’s geologic history.

On the 27th of March the grade 6 class went to the Alberta Legislature. We went on a fantastic tour and we learned about all 3 of the
readings done in the legislature. At the end of the tour we met and took pictures with MLA (member of the legislative assembly) Mr.
Lorne Dach. We saw an interesting 12 minute film on the history of Alberta. Overall it was a very fun trip! 

On the 16th of March the grade 4 class walked the 15 minutes to Centennial School and, with the grade 4 class at Centennial, made
carnival rides from popsicle sticks, egg cartons and other materials. They had an amazing engineering experience learning, working, and
testing the rides they had made. They worked really hard and I think the rides turned out great! “Two grade 4 classes, 3 hours, one
amazing build experience,” said Ms. Kovacs, the teacher who went on the field trip with the class.
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Celebration of Learning &
Kindergarten Open House
Written by: Yaniv, Gr. 6
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March was bursting with activity, none of
which would have been possible without the
MANY parents who step up to offer a little
time or their skills.  Being a part of the TT
School Council adds value to your TT
experience, provides an opportunity to meet
new people and maybe learn a new skill, and
offers unique enrichment opportunities to
students throughout the school  year. It
doesn't have to be a big commitment, just an
hour or two per year makes a difference! 

Last month parents stepped up in a variety of
ways! Oksana, mom of two, shared her love
for art by creating a beautiful Talmud Torah
and Judaic inspired art piece (photo above) to
bring some color to the lunchroom walls. 

MANY parents have signed up to help ensure
the pizza lunch fundraiser, benefiting the
grade 6 Shabbaton, is able to provide nearly
100 delicious and wholesome lunches to TT
and ELC students each week.  

April 19th, bottle drive, 1 hour
commitment, 830-930am
Pizza Lunch help
Grocery shoppers
Spring Planters' helper
Recess supplies' shopper

The newly created TT Cooking Club prepared
Indian and Peruvian foods to enhance the
Grade 3 social curriculum with a more in-
depth cultural, multisensory, and cross
curricular learning opportunity. In June
parents will come together to make and share
foods from Tunisia and Ukraine. 

There is a need, a project, and a way to help
NO MATTER your schedule or skills. Coming
up in April, May, and June:

Of course, the school year isn't complete
without the TTSC June Fitness Challenge! We
need parents to help with planning for the
month's activities and we'll need lots of
videos, either workouts or script readers.

APRIL 19: BOTTLE DRIVE AT TT. Drop off
anytime this week, bottles will be picked up
the morning of the 19th. 

MAY 1: Yearbook Orders Due

MAY 1: Growing Smiles gardening supplies
orders due

CHECK OUT talmudtorahsociety.com FOR
ALL THE WAYS YOU CAN SUPPORT
SCHOOL COUNCIL!

CHECK SCHOOL ZONE FOR PRE-
ENROLMENT DETAILS

SCHOOLSCHOOL  
COUNCILCOUNCIL  
UPDATESUPDATES

talmudtorahschoolcouncil
@partner.epsb.ca
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TALMUD TORAH SCHOOL COUNCIL
Our students appreciate your support

Although there are still three bustling months left of this school year, we are
already getting excited for the 2023-24 year! 

Are you thinking about the end of the year? Wondering how to give thanks to
all of our amazing TT staff, while dreaming about sunny days and cool drinks?
We have two easy options that make giving thanks easy AND gives back to
Talmud Torah: the Gift of Reading and Fundscrip Gift Cards. 

The Gift of Reading Program, spearheaded by Michelle Huberman, started in
June 2016. Michelle gives her time and expertise to ensure the program
continues to run and fill our library with new and exciting books. Since
initiating the program, nearly 200 new and exciting books have been added to
the library, while also honouring students, teachers, and loved ones. All
surplus funds from this project go towards purchasing additional books. 

The School Council would like to acknowledge the passionate work of our
library volunteers: Michelle Huberman, Karen Hering, Reeva Parker, Susan
Baram, Susan Mintz and Michelle Dinner.

Gift Cards through Fundscrip is an easy way to purchase gift cards and the TT
School Council earns 2-10% back! You don't spend an extra nickel and the
cards are delivered right to your door (allow for two weeks to receive the
cards). Simply go to Fundscrip and order with the group invitation code
VV3TU7.

As we slowly shift gears to next year, consider stepping up your involvement.
Get a closer look at the inner workings of TT and help advise and plan for our
students' learning and enrichment. Contact us to learn more about the School
Council executive and committee/project opportunities: 
Email: talmudtorahschoolcouncil@partner.epsb.ca

How can YOU contribute to
STUDENT ENRICHMENT at TT?

talmudtorahschoolcouncil
@partner.epsb.ca
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Visit our community calendar at jewishedmonton.org

TALMUD TORAH SCHOOL COUNCIL
Our students appreciate your support

talmudtorahschoolcouncil
@partner.epsb.ca

to our March 
Shabbat Sponsors:

The Zeisler Family, in honor
of Naomi's birthday



Sandra Corenblum, in

honour of Bernard
Corenblum's birthday



TT School Council

Click Here

TT School Council runs enrichment programs throughout the year, many of
which have associated costs. Our mandate is to raise and use funds within the
same school year; we are not a fundraising association. Please consider
supporting student enrichment by participating in any of our fundraisers. We
aim to make them effortless and useful and, in some cases, will not cost you
anything extra. 

Click Here
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AJP@TT
(Ancillary Judaic Program)

Visit our community calendar at jewishedmonton.org
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AJP@TT
(Ancillary Judaic Program)

Over the last month, I had the privilege of learning the old holy verses of Parashat Vayetze with a group of
intelligent, clever, and fun girls from 4th-6th grades. We went through the verses, reading in Hebrew and English,
asked questions, found answers, painted, acted in plays in front of our classmates, and wrote letters to the heroes
of the story. We worked long and hard (while having fun!) and finished the parashah BH! We celebrated with
candies and doughnuts! We already started the next parashah, parashat Vayishlach, and we are eager to see the
development between Yaacob and Esav!  
~Rabbi Guy Tal
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Our donation cards are meaningful ways to honour a loved one, 
while supporting the important work we do. 

Thank you for your donation

TT Society
What We Want You To Know
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