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FEATURE
 Trickster

Theatre



WHAT'S IN THIS
MONTH'S ISSUE?
• A Word From Our TT Society President
• School News
• ELC/OSC Highlights
• School Council Updates
• Community News

Dear Families, Alumni and Friends, 

The month of February has been busy for our students
and staff, in a very good way! Inside you will read about
our Tu B'Shevat school-wide Seder, Pink Shirt Day and
the Trickster Theatre drama residency. No sooner do we
near the end of February when we turn around and look
to celebrating Purim in school on March 7th!

Happy Reading!

Natalie Soroka

MARCH 2 & 3: NO SCHOOL, TEACHERS
CONVENTION 

MARCH 7: PURIM CARNIVAL

MARCH 12: DAYLIGHT SAVINGS

MARCH 13: NO SCHOOL, PD DAY

MARCH 20: LAST DAY TO ORDER
PASSOVER FLOWERS

MARCH 28: SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING
AT 730PM

MARCH 30: CELEBRATION OF LEARNING
AND KINDERGARTEN OPEN HOUSE

APRIL 3: FLOWER DELIVERIES, WE NEED
DRIVERS!

SAVE YOUR BOTTLES FOR OUR APRIL
19 BOTTLE DRIVE!

CHECK SCHOOL ZONE FOR PRE-
ENROLMENT DETAILS



Page 8

TALMUD TORAH TIMES
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 3  |  I S S U E  N O .  1 1

TALMUD TORAH TIMES

Message From Leeor Eliyahu
President TT Society Board

The school has been quite busy over the past month. The TT Society funded the teacher-
led Tu B'Shevat Seder that included K-6 participation. The students and teachers also
partnered with Jewish National Fund Edmonton to run and host the annual JNF Edmonton
Tree Campaign! Kol Hakavod to all of our Grade 6 students who participated and worked
hard to raise money and purchase trees to support Israel's Segev Forest Rejuvenation.
Thank you to Jay Cairns, Executive Director of JNF Edmonton, and Moreh Ari Sniderman
for helping our students carry out this wonderful and meaningful work.

We were honoured to host the Canadian Ambassador to Israel, Lisa Stadelbauer, at the
school for a beautiful school-wide Kabbalat Shabbat Service. In addition to the
Ambassador, Stacey Leavitt-Wright, CEO of the Jewish Federation of Edmonton was in
attendance. The students and teachers welcomed them into our school with open arms
and carried out a beautiful and special Kabbalat Shabbat Service. Thank you to
Ambassador Stadelbauer, Stacey Leavitt-Wright, Principal Darin Johnson and the teachers
for making this beautiful Shabbat happen. Thank you for the opportunity to attend! 

Kol Hakavod to the students for their performance in the Trickster Theatre following a
week long preparation and artist in residency program. Thank you to the School Council
for the vision and fundraising for this amazing initiative and program, and to Edmonton
Jewish Community Charitable Foundation (EJCCF) for the generous grant. What a
beautiful performance! 

Thanks to Rabbi Guy Tal for overseeing kashrut for foods prepared in the kitchen by
TTELC and school staff and for ensuring our equipment is kosher for use.

Purim is around the corner and we are excited to see all the students in their costumes!

Chag Sameach to all and hope you have an opportunity to celebrate!



Teacher Update
Moreh Ari

I like to teach about Tu Bishvat with the windows closed. We can look at pictures of trees and fresh fruit and talk about the joyous anticipation of the
bloom of the Shkediya, marking Spring's imminent arrival. And we can forget about the blizzard and the polar vortex.

Tu Bishvat at TT is a big deal. The JNF campaign usually kicks off around the same time as the Hebrew and Judaic Studies teachers turn their attention
to the holiday, and there is learning and enthusiasm all the way to the schoolwide Tu Bishvat Seder. Indeed, working on the JNF campaign and the
schoolwide Seder are some of my favourite responsibilities at the school.

The campaign started with a chance for me to reconnect with some students I haven't taught in class for a few years. I gathered the interested Grade 6
students and introduced them to this year's cause: rejuvenation and expansion of Israel's Segev Forest. We talked about why it was important, how we
were going to make it meaningful for students, and what they would be responsible for while leading the fundraiser. 

The team ended up creating a song, making a promotional video, a video demonstrating one of the leaders phoning their savta to ask her to buy a tree,
and a thank you video to all those who contributed to raising over $4500 that month. They also did administrative tasks and made presentations to
each class, answering questions about the Segev Forest, the JNF, and the Tu Bishvat campaign procedures. Hopefully this experience will make the
"tree leaders" comfortable participating in other charitable endeavours throughout their lives.

Then the day came! It was the 15th of Shvat, and all the students gathered in the lunchroom. A small but passionate team of volunteers had set up
individual plates of grapes, orange slices, olives, and Oreos, and grape juice was at every table. The teachers assigned several students from each
grade to sit at each table, and the older kids helped the younger ones pour grape juice, find their place in the reader, and explain what they needed to
do. 

Moreh Ben led a sing-along of Tu Bishvat songs, Grade 1 students performed "Inch by Inch," and Grade 6 students explained on the microphone about
the different parts of the ceremony. I remember when the current Grade 6 students were the ones having grape juice poured for them, and I look
forward to watching the current little ones pour grape juice for my kids soon enough.

I hope it was a wonderful holiday for everyone and that real spring will indeed soon arrive. In the meantime, Chag Purim Sameach!
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School-Wide Tu B'Shevat Seder

A wonderful K-6 Seder, funded by TT Society's JS/HLA programming, was a teacher-led initiative,
with support from volunteer parents who picked up groceries and helped prep and serve. Students
sat in cross-graded groupings so older students could help the younger ones. This was a wonderful
culmination of the programs students participated in during Tu B'Shevat. 



The first leg of relay runners are staggered in their starting positions. The pistol is fired, sending the runners flying around the track. The
crowd is on their feet, roaring, cheering. The runners bank around the turn, sprinting down the line where the second leg of runners are
waiting. The first runners approach, handing off the batons to the second leg of runners already in motion.

This is not the Olympics. It’s the Running Room 43rd Annual Indoor Games. 

The morning starting out with 13 Talmud Torah student athletes spanning grades 3-6, 2 teachers/coaches, and a handful pf parents
gathering in the giant yellow Universiade Pavilion better known as the Butterdome. We got first pick of bleacher seating and spread out,
making ourselves comfortable. Ms. Kovacs pulled out a small backpack and pulled out piles of T-shirts repurposed from the old junior
high and shorts for the student athletes to change into. They came back looking like a real team, sporting matching black T-shirts with
blue stripping down the sleeves, emblazoned with the fierce images of the TT lion and Torah scroll. Coffee was located (for the adults)
and the kids started digging into their first set of snacks. 

Large contingents from the other schools started to arrive in droves, and soon the bleachers were packed to the brim with elementary
school students from across Edmonton. The student athletes represented a diverse group, spanning all races, cultures, and sizes (some
looked like they could be teenagers!). Some runners wore hijabs, and others, full length skirts. The runners poured out onto the track for
a “warmup” sprint before the day’s events kicked off. Their nervous excitement was palpable.

Our first event was the mixed 8X200 meter relay. I was glad that Moreh Ari was wearing a pink shirt, so we could follow when their
group of 56 runners (8 runners/school X 7 schools/heat) were herded from one staging area to the next. When it was finally time for
their heat, the runners lined up on the track like pros, and the rest of the TT kids, parents, and Ms. Kovacs moved up to the barricade to
cheer on each runner as they came by. I had only heard about the legendary speed of “Grade 6 Jack”, but let me tell you, the rumors are
true! We finished 3rd fastest out of the 13 schools that participated in the relay. 

All in all, 13 student athletes from our small school completed in the 8X200 mixed relay, the girls and boys 200 meter dash, the boys
800 meter run, and the girls and boys long jump. Shai came in 3rd in the girls long jump, and Jack placed 1st in the boys long jump! It
was so exciting watching these kids compete with confidence and hold their own. 

It was heartwarming to see these kids come together, build community, cheer each other on, and celebrate each other’s successes. I
have no doubts that they created life-long memories, and I hope many are inspired to continue their journeys in track and field. Huge
thank you to Ms. Kovacs and Moreh Ari for giving their time, training our student athletes (over months of recesses), and coordinating
such a fun event! 
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TT Running Club
Running Room Indoor Games
by Nomi Steen
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Pink Shirt Day

All Edmonton Public Schools took part in Pink Shirt Day on February 22nd. TT Students came to
school proudly wearing pink, having learned through different school lessons about the value of
spreading kindness and the importance of standing up to bullying.
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Celebration of Learning &
Kindergarten Open House

Our teachers are preparing for two exciting programs happening on March 30th! Every year, schools within the Edmonton Public provide
opportunities for parents to learn about their child's progress. Talmud Torah School traditionally holds a Celebration of Learning, a
student-led initiative where students guide their parents through activities that highlight their progress. Parents look forward to this every
year, and have an opportunity to beam with pride and kvell as their child explains what they are learning at school. Later in the evening on
March 30th at 6:30 pm, the school is holding a Kindergarten open house for families whose child is ready to enter Kindergarten. This is
an exciting time for children, who will be entering the elementary school system, and their parents. Don't hesitate to come and check out
the open house!

TALMUD TORAH TIMES Page   7



TTELC

The Talmud Torah Early Learning Centre, which includes ELC (1 to 4-year-olds, 5-year-olds in Kinderarts and Grades 1 to 6 in Out of
School Care) has been busy getting ready for Purim!

The Chokrim group (4-year-olds) started off their celebration with decorating crowns. Many were excited to show the Educators how
colourful they made their crowns. Harpatkanim (3-year-olds) spent time decorating masks with feathers, crayons and sparkles. 

Out of school care students also had the opportunity to decorate their own masks. Grade one teacher Morah Robin invited the ELC to
participate in a parade around the school on the first day of Adar. We all shook Groggers and sang songs. It was a blast! 
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It culminated in an outstanding, spine-tingling
performance by the Grade 6 students done
solely with shadows and music. Not a word
was spoken, but the messages were loud and
clear. 

Parent volunteers worked throughout the
week, schlepping stage equipment, creating
props for the Grade 6 performance, organizing
costumes, and helping during the
performances. As always, our amazing
volunteers came through with flying colours!
This drama residency could not have been
achieved without a generous grant from the
Edmonton Jewish Community Charitable
Foundation (EJCCF). In providing the grant,
the EJCCF recognized the importance of
drama in school, specifically drama with a
Judaic theme. “The Edmonton Jewish
Community Charitable Foundation provides
grants every year to the Talmud Torah Society
that support student enrichment. They are an
integral part of our ability to enhance the
student experience at TT, and we are so very
thankful”, Christina stated. As well, many
parents and community members supported
this residency by placing greetings or
business ads in the playbill. 

Thank you to all of our volunteers and
sponsors for your efforts in bringing this
special drama experience to Talmud Torah
students and staff.

Page 9

Our community had a special opportunity to
come together at TT the evening of February
16th and the afternoon of February 17th to
see the students demonstrate our values on
stage: 
KG – act with loving kindness, show your love
through kind actions:
Gr. 1 – help your community grow by showing
kindness and helping all people who share
things in common with you; 
Gr. 2 – be content, be happy with what you
have; 
Gr. 3 – use your words to help and be kind – if
you don’t have something nice to say, don’t
say it at all; 
Gr. 4 – every person has great value and
deserves to be treated with respect; 
Gr. 5 – take care of the world, show how
much you love it, by helping to clean it and
working toward fixing any problems you
might find; 
Gr. 6 – shadow show bringing together all the
Jewish values performed.

The gymnasium was filled with family and
friends, along with special guests including
MLA Lorne Dach, Edmonton Public School
Trustee Dawn Hancock, and Jewish
Federation CEO Stacey Leavitt Wright. 

Our students worked very hard to prepare
skits that were not only entertaining, but
oftentimes humorous and heartwarming.
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talmudtorahschoolcouncil
@partner.epsb.ca

SCHOOLSCHOOL  
COUNCILCOUNCIL  
UPDATESUPDATES
Talmud Torah School (TT) is well known for its
cohesive community and familial nature. In any
given year we average around 140 students,
and an additional 60 children in the Talmud
Torah Early Learning Centre. For the 2022-23
school year we wanted our students to
experience the creation and performance of a
drama production. Talmud Torah School
Council (TTSC), through the efforts of Chair
Christina Reboh and TTSC parent volunteers,
Talmud Torah Society’s Education Committee,
as well as principal Darin Johnson, were able
to bring Trickster Theatre to Talmud Torah
School. Trickster Theatre is a non-profit
organization that creates fun, engaging,
effective learning through physical theatre.

Throughout the week of February 13, teachers
had the unique opportunity to be inspired by
Trickster Theatre artists and learned new
techniques to their cross-curricular, Judaic
inspired drama/art projects. Our students took
the lead with just one prop and three 1.5 hour
sessions. Along with techniques taught by
Trickster Theatre leaders, students learned
about script writing, artistic collaboration,
costume design, stage presence and lighting,
lessons which will be valuable for years to
come. 

mailto:talmudtorahschoolcouncil@partner.epsb.ca
mailto:talmudtorahschoolcouncil@partner.epsb.ca
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MARCH 2 & 3: NO SCHOOL, TEACHERS
CONVENTION 

MARCH 7: PURIM CARNIVAL

MARCH 12: DAYLIGHT SAVINGS

MARCH 13: NO SCHOOL, PD DAY

MARCH 20: LAST DAY TO ORDER
PASSOVER FLOWERS

MARCH 28: SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING AT
730PM

MARCH 30: CELEBRATION OF LEARNING
AND KINDERGARTEN OPEN HOUSE

APRIL 3: FLOWER DELIVERIES, WE NEED
DRIVERS!

On February 21, parents and students
surprised our outstanding Talmud Torah
teachers and staff with a catered lunch to
keep them energized for a productive
professional development day. As well,
School Council secretly collected notes,
cards, and drawings from students and
families over several weeks. These were
carefully assembled on a big "We Love You"
poster and displayed for our staff receive
some much deserved thanks. We are so
grateful for the love, energy, passion, and
time our TT staff put into each school day. 

Coming up for March, School Council will run
the popular Passover Flowers fundraiser to
support the Grade 6 Shabbaton and the
schoolwide Maccabee Games. We look
forward supporting the annual TT Purim
Carnival with tasty treats. 

Finally, we have MANY ways for parents and
community members to get more involved,
connect with other TT families, and support
the many fun, enrichment projects at the
school. Turn the page to learn more!
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talmudtorahschoolcouncil
@partner.epsb.ca

SCHOOLSCHOOL  
COUNCILCOUNCIL  
UPDATESUPDATES

February may be the shortest month of the
year, but it certainly isn't short on fun
enrichment, parent engagement, and TT
spirit! 

This month, the TT parent School Council
revived the Pizza Lunch Grade 6 Shabbaton
fundraiser. Thank you to Catering by Ed for
preparing the kosher pizzas and to Beth Israel
Synagogue for helping ensure this beloved
and yummy tradition could return to our
students and ELC children. 

After nearly a year of work, the TT School
Council was excited to bring the Trickster
Theatre Residency program to our students,
staff, families and community. Thank you to
all of the parent volunteers and our many
sponsors for your support!

As well, birthday treats, weekly Shabbat
celebrations, Cafe Ivrit, Yearbooks, and the
Grade 6 Shabbaton planning continued to
thrive this month. SAVE YOUR BOTTLES FOR OUR APRIL 19

BOTTLE DRIVE

CHECK SCHOOL ZONE FOR PRE-
ENROLMENT DETAILS

mailto:talmudtorahschoolcouncil@partner.epsb.ca
mailto:talmudtorahschoolcouncil@partner.epsb.ca
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Cooking Club (supports social curriculum by using our senses!)
Helping to write our monthly TT Times school council article 
Fitness Month Planning committee (planning starts in March!)
TTS Israel Trip Scholarship committee (ages 15-25)
Help plan the 2023-24 school wall calendar

Chair (or co-chair)
Vice Chair (or co-vice chair)
Secretary
Project sub-committee

Talmud Torah School Council focuses on providing opportunities for TT and
ELC parents to connect and engage, learn and have a voice, and get more
involved in our wonderful school. 

There is an opportunity to contribute, no matter your time restrictions or
skills. Being a part of the school shows our children that we care and
support their learning, makes our school community stronger, and helps
foster new friendships. 

Contact us if you are interested in learning more about: 

We are also beginning to think about the 2023-24 school year. The TT
School Council NEEDS parents interested in being a part of the enrichment
planning process, to ensure our students continue to have these and new
enhancement initiatives. Contact us to learn more about:

Email: talmudtorahschoolcouncil@partner.epsb.ca
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TALMUD TORAH SCHOOL COUNCIL
Our students appreciate your support
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TALMUD TORAH SCHOOL COUNCIL
Our students appreciate your support
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TT School Council runs enrichment programs throughout the year, many of
which have associated costs. Our mandate is to raise and use funds within the
same school year; we are not a fundraising association. Please consider
supporting student enrichment by participating in any of our fundraisers. We
aim to make them effortless and useful and, in some cases, will not cost you
anything extra. 

talmudtorahschoolcouncil
@partner.epsb.ca

Click Here Click Here

to our February
Shabbat Sponsors:

The Abergel Family



The Rairdan-Steen
Family in honor of

Maya’s birthday



The Mozeson Family
in honor of Ben’s

birthday



The Reboh Family in
memory of Nathan

Reboh z”l

https://talmudtorahsociety.com/product-category/school-council/
https://talmudtorahsociety.com/product-category/school-council/
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AJP@TT
(Ancillary Judaic Program)

Visit our community calendar at jewishedmonton.org
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PD day @ AJP!!  

Family-focused learning day was held as part of the AJP program. The students learned about various types of families as well as
the fundamental principles of the Jewish family. They discovered the meaning behind the expression "Mah Tovu Ohalecha Yaakov"
that we recited during Shacharit, which refers to the 12 tribes that make up the Israelite nation. After the lesson there was a code-
cracking and riddle-solving activity!  

We celebrated Rosh Chodesh Adar by conversing and eating delicious donuts! The students created stunning artwork using
drawings of members of their own family and the core values they chose. It was a fantastic day!! ~ Morah Daniella  
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Edmonton Talmud Torah is a beneficiary of the Jewish Federation of Edmonton.

FEDERATION
PROGRAMS

Follow Jewish Edmonton on social media or sign up for our weekly e-newsletter

Visit our community calendar at jewishedmonton.org

https://www.jewishedmonton.org/community-calendar-/community-calendar/edmonton-jewish-film-festival-1668109922
https://www.jewishedmonton.org/community-calendar-/community-calendar/pj-library-tot-shabbat-Mar
https://www.jewishedmonton.org/community-calendar-/community-calendar
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Edmonton Talmud Torah is a beneficiary of the Jewish Federation of Edmonton.

FEDERATION
PROGRAMS

Follow Jewish Edmonton on social media or sign up for our weekly e-newsletter

Visit our community calendar at jewishedmonton.org

Register at jewishedmonton.org

PHOTO BY JUNE LAINE STUDIOS

https://www.jewishedmonton.org/community-calendar-/community-calendar/dancing-with-davina
https://www.jewishedmonton.org/about-us/board/local-partners-beneficiaries/jewish-free-loan-association-of-edmonton
https://www.jewishedmonton.org/community-calendar-/community-calendar
https://www.jewishedmonton.org/community-calendar-/community-calendar/dancing-with-davina
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Your donation helps us maintain a
high quality experience for our
students and families. A beautiful
acknowledgement card is mailed
to the recipient.

Any occasion cards, including:
Mazel Tov & Memorial Tributes
Tax receipts provided for donations $18
and over

Donate online: talmudtorahsociety.com/donate
Call 780 481 3377 or email:
nataliesoroka@talmudtorahsociety.com


